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Living in the UAE is appealing for expat parents largely due 
to the fact that there are high salaries and tax-free benefits. 

According to HSBC rankings, it’s a hot destination for families 
to live and 91% who are very happy about their children’s 
health and safety in the region. So it seems that the UAE 

continues to be a good option for career focused expats who 
also enjoy a high quality of living with the added bonus of it 

being an extremely safe place for raising children. 
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first
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Childen’s furniture designs 
are ever-expanding to be 

bigger and better but safety 
is always key.

W ith the continued influx of 
families nesting in the region, 
it’s worth investigating indoor 

and outdoor activities, for children, when 
it comes to entertainment spaces that 
include creches, child day care venues, 
nurseries, commercial organisations and 
leisure entertainment.

One company to consider is Moon Kids. 
They are a design company dedicated 
to developing fun and educational 
environments for children and parents. 
Initially they provided bespoke soft 
furnishing such as cushions, tepees and 
beanbags but they later expanded their 
products when they recognised there was 
a gap in the market for developing tailor-
made play areas and sensory play products. 
Their designs are carefully constructed 
using architects, designers, project 
managers, textile engineers and craftsmen. 
The development of child-friendly 
forward-thinking furniture and spaces have 
won over clients like Etihad, Hilton Hotel 
Dubai, British Airways, Monte Carlo Beach 
Club, Du Telecommunications, House of 
Fraser, Lady Bird Nursery, Pearl School 
Abu Dhabi and Zaya Nurai Island Abu 
Dhabi to name a few. 

Director Phil Moon said: “We just 
want to make our clients happy, so we 
take into account their thoughts and 
ideas and mix them with ours and start 
making their fantasies come to life. The 
unique thing about what we do is we keep 
everything in house, from the design to the 
manufacturing, and because of the passion 
we have for our work it is very successful.” 

The company’s work has included the 
development of nurseries, play centres, 
day care centres, schools and education 
facilities from play area design, interior 
and exterior fit outs, landscape design, 
bespoke manufacture of furnishing 
equipment, mechanical works and 
electrical works. 

An example of a project they have 
been working on is a play area they are 
developing at The Golden Mile on The 
Palm in Dubai. The idea was to create 
a play area that is multifunctional for 
children as well as parents. Some play 
areas only cater for the children and 
not so much for parents so there’s no 
real interaction between children and 
parents. They’ve adapted their concept to 
create a play area which improves social 
interaction between the adult and child in 
their community. The special features here 
include a bespoke made climbing frame 

maze, bespoke realistic play houses, soft 
play area for babies and toddlers, party 
room and a rustic French inspired café. To 
design something like this, from scratch, 
takes approximately over a month and the 
development time will be around 10-12 
weeks on site.

According to Moon, he concluded: 
“Bespoke designs for children will always 
be popular and will keep on getting 
more and more elaborate and interesting 
especially in the UAE as competition here 
to be grandiose is constant.”

Other note worthy children design areas 
in the UAE are Faby Land at Deerfields Mall 
in Al Bahia, Abu Dhabi. It’s 60,000-square-
foot of entertainment space that caters for 
800 children. There’s an indoor surfing pool, 
a football zone, a clip-and-climb wall and 
adventure rides for teenagers. There’s also 
an arts and crafts corner, bumper cars and 
a family swing ride. Action Zone at Boutik 
Mall on Reem Island is also one of a kind. 
It was recently launched during Ramadan. 
Situated on the first floor of Boutik Mall in 
the Sun and Sky Towers, Action Zone has 
a bowling alley, foosball and pool tables, a 
giant trampoline, a SpongeBob SquarePants 
bouncy castle, bumper cars, electronic 
games for kids (and adults) as well as an 
impressive 4-D roller coaster simulator. So 
there is clearly a demand for bigger and 
better designs to please children in the 
region.

Putting outdoor design and 
entertainment aside, it’s also worth 
considering design and safety indoors 
at home for children. About 2.5 million 
children are injured or killed each year 
by dangers right in their own home, 
according to the Consumer Product Safety 
Commission (CPSC). That’s why it’s so 
important to carefully childproof your 
home.

Outlets selling childproofing products 
have recorded a significant rise in 
enquiries. Duma Safe was established 
in 2009 and it was the first child safety 
(and baby proofing) company in the 
Middle East. It offers families child safety 
products and services to help create a safe, 
comfortable and practical environment. 
The product range covers difference parts 
of your home from kitchen, bathrooms, 
bedrooms, lounge area like cabinet lockers, 
oven knob covers, fridge lock, socket 
cover, finger pinch guard, edge and corner 
guards, sleep positioners and bed guards, 
to external areas such as the garden, pool 
side fencing and even cars.


